
Rule 14 Decision Tree 

 Mark Townsend v 16-Jan-2021 

Racing Rules of Sailing 2021-2024 

Follow the decision tree for each boat. Each WS Case that includes rule 14 is 

shown below, once for each boat. A black case number for the right-of-way 

boat, and a red case number for the keep clear boat.  

 

14 AVOIDING CONTACT 
A boat shall avoid contact with another boat if reasonably 
possible. However, a right-of-way boat, or one sailing within 
the room or mark-room to which she is entitled, need not act 
to avoid contact until it is clear that the other boat is not 
keeping clear or giving room or mark-room. 

Contact with another 
boat. 

A keep clear boat not entitled to room or mark-room 

must promptly take appropriate action to try to keep 

clear. (WS Case 50 and WS Case 88) 

A right-of-way boat, or one sailing within the room or 

mark-room to which she is entitled need not act to avoid 

contact until it is clear that the other boat is not keeping 

clear or giving room or mark-room. (WS Case 87) 

 

YES 

Boat breaks rule 14 & is 
exonerated by rule 43.1(c) 

Boat did not break 
rule 14 

Boat breaks rule 14 

Did contact cause 
damage or 

injury? 
(WS Case 19) 

At the time the boat 
had to act was it 

reasonably possible to 
avoid contact with the 

other boat? 

Right-of-way boat or 
one sailing within the 
room or mark-room to 
which she is entitled? 

NO 
WS Cases 2, 7, 14, 23, 

26, 43,75, 81, 87, 91, 

99, 105, 107, 123 

YES 

WS Cases 26, 27, 

43, 92, 107, 123 

NO 

WS Cases 

2, 23, 87, 91, 99, 

11, 27, 30, 77, 92 

NO 
WS Cases 7, 

11, 12, 14, 25, 

30, 75, 77, 81, 

105, 12, 25 

YES 


