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PRIVATEER YACHT CLUB RULES 
                                                            

The Clubhouse, grounds and equipment is for the enjoyment of all members.  The rules listed below are 

intended as a guide to member use of the facilities so that all members have equal access, the facilities 

are kept clean and in good order and so that the safety of anyone using the clubhouse in ensured. 

 

1. Clubhouse General Rules: 

a. The clubhouse is for the use of members and their guests.   Non-members and visitors 

should be accompanied by a member, or should be an invited guest of the PYC 

membership or Board of Directors.  Hosting members are responsible for making all 

guests and visitors aware of the PYC Rules. 

b. Members are responsible for the actions of their children and guests while on club 

property. (See:  2. Supervision of Children, Teenagers & Young Adults on PYC Property) 

c. Members are responsible for the safety of their children and guests while on PYC 

property. 

d. Smoking or the use of E-cigarettes is not allowed within the clubhouse or on the covered 

porches or the patio areas. 

e. Leashed pets are allowed on PYC property year-round. Pets must be on a leash at all 

times.  A 4 foot long (maximum length) strap leash is required.   Leashed, non-aggressive 

(not barking or growling) pets are allowed on the unenclosed porch and patio.   No pets, 

with the exception of certified service animals, are allowed inside the clubhouse at any 

time.  Pet owners are required to clean up and dispose of their pet’s waste properly. 

f. There are several bulletin boards located in an around the clubhouse, including fleet 

boards, an official notice board and a “For Sail” bulletin board.   Adds posted on other 

boards will be removed. 

g. If you take tables and chairs from the store room for your use, put them back when you 

are finished using them. 

h. Club supplies, including but not limited to paper towels, napkins, paper plates, plastic 

cups, plastic utensils…are for club sponsored events and are not for personal use. 

i. Report any damages, inoperative equipment, burned out light bulbs, etc., and any 

unsafe conditions to the Rear Commodore, Buildings and Grounds. 

j. After using the clubhouse, please clean up after yourself and your family.   Remove 

trash, wipe down tables and chairs. 

k. If you are the last to leave the clubhouse at night, make sure all cooking appliances are 

turned off, make sure all windows and doors are closed, turn the thermostats to their 

“unoccupied” setting and turn off all lights. 

 

2. Supervision of Children, Teenagers & Young Adults on PYC Property 

a. Members are legally and financially responsible for the actions and safety of 

themselves, their children and guests while on PYC property. The conduct and attitude 

of all members and guests should be respectful and mindful of all generations that enjoy 

PYC family sailing club.  
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b. Children 12 and under are to be actively supervised at all times to ensure they follow all 

club rules. Children 13 and older are afforded more independence with the 

understanding that parents are responsible for their actions at all times. 

c. Teenagers and young adults under the age of 21 are not allowed on the property 

without the supervision of an adult PYC member who is 21 or older due to alcohol 

liability.  

d. Swimming should occur only at the swim dock or out on the lake. Swimming around the 

ramp, wet slip docks / boats and in South Cove is prohibited. 

e. The club has no lifeguard.   

f. Members are responsible for the conduct and safety of their children and their guests 

on the boat docks, the swim dock, as well as around the water front. All members, even 

strong swimmers, are encouraged to wear properly fitted PFDs/Life Jackets while 

swimming from the swim dock due to the current. 

g. Running, bicycling, roller skating (inline or skate boards) or horseplay on the docks is 

strictly prohibited. 

h. Children 12 and under must wear properly fitted PFDs/Life Jackets at all times when on 

boat docks. 

i. Children must comply with the PYC/PSEF Sailboat Use Policy to be eligible to use 

PYC/PSEF boats, dinghies, kayaks and SUP Boards. 

j. Please note:  The State of Tennessee mandates that all passengers 12 and under wear a 

US Coast Guard approved PFD whenever a recreational boat is underway. 

 

3. Clubhouse Galley Rules: 

a. Members may use the galley facilities for their own cooking and preparation of meals at 

any time, unless the galley is being used to support an approved club or private event. 

b. Pots, pans and utensils should be cleaned after use, tables and counter tops wiped 

down and any trash taken to the dumpster.   Members failing to clean the galley 

properly may be charged a $100 cleaning fee with Board approval. 

c. Club gas and charcoal grills should be cleaned after each use. 

d. Galley refrigerators and freezers are for the storage of perishables used for club 

sponsored events only.   All leftover food prepared by individual members for personal 

consumption shall be taken home or disposed of, not stored in the club refrigerators or 

freezers. 

e. The convection oven is reserved for club socials; the stove and warming oven may be 

used for private socials.  

f. Notify the Board member responsible for Building and Grounds if the galley is running 

short on paper products, plastic ware, trash bags and other products kept for member 

use. 

 

4. Club Sponsored Events: 

a. Members who host a club sponsored event are responsible for preparing the clubhouse 

for the event and making sure that the facility has adequate supplies on hand to support 
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the event.   If the hosting member feels that the clubhouse is undersupplied, they 

should contact the Board member responsible for Buildings and Grounds. 

b. The clubhouse is designed to hold a maximum of 200 people.  Event planners should 

limit attendance to that maximum. 

c. Visitors attending a regatta are the guests of the fleet sponsoring the event and the fleet 

is responsible for making sure all clubhouse rules are followed. 

d. Members who host a club sponsored event are responsible for cleaning the facility after 

the event returning it to its pre-event condition.  Hosts are urged to establish a cleanup 

committee whose responsibility will be to clean and organize the clubhouse within 24 

hours after the event is over. 

 

5. Private Parties: 

a. Club members may request use of the clubhouse for private events; however, the 

facility may not be closed at any time to club members.   Club members not 

participating in the private event should not intrude and should be respectful of the 

host’s activities within the clubhouse. 

b. No member is allowed to hold a private party or event without approval of the Board. 

A club member must submit the request for the use of the facility at least 30 days in 

advance of the planned event.  Clubhouse requests should be made to the Board of 

Directors through the Social Director. 

c. All member requests to use the clubhouse must be approved by the Board. The Board 

will grant such requests on a case by case basis.  The following exception is not subject 

to this rule: 

VERY small group (8-10) where the reserving member has no expectation of  

exclusive use of the kitchen or any clubhouse facilities. 

d. The clubhouse is designed to hold a maximum of 200 people.  Event planners should 

limit attendance to that maximum. Private parties with more than 20 people in 

attendance are responsible for reimbursement of clubhouse expenses ($100). 

e. Members who host a private event are financially responsible for any damage caused to 

the clubhouse by attendees and are responsible for cleaning the facility after the event.   

If the clubhouse is not returned to its pre-event condition, the club, with Board approval 

has the right to charge the host member up to $200 for cleaning. 

f. Members who host private events are responsible for providing necessary supplies 

including but not limited to, paper plates, plastic cups, plastic ware, napkins, etc.    Club 

supplies are not to be used for private parties. 

g. Members who host a private event are responsible for the behavior and actions of any 

non-member guests.   If alcohol is served at party, it is the host member’s responsibility 

to assure event participants are in control of their actions while at PYC and are capable 

of returning home safely after the event. 

h. No club member may receive rental income for renting the clubhouse to non-members.  

i. No club member may receive revenue from using the clubhouse for private events. 
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j. Use of the clubhouse by outside groups is permitted with prior Board approval.  The 

Power squadron, DIYRA and other groups have made arrangements in the past to use 

the clubhouse meetings without a host member present.   In these cases, the Board of 

Directors is the host member and shall make any outside group of the club rules and 

clubhouse use policy. 

 

6. Waterfront Rules: 

a. Since the club has no lifeguard, members are responsible for the conduct and safety of 

themselves, their children and their guests. 

b. Running, bicycling or horseplay on the docks is prohibited. 

c. Swimming around wet slip docks/boats is prohibited. 

d. Members must abide by the PYC-PSEF Sailboat Use Policy when using PYC-PSEF owned 

sailboats and abide by the Paddleboard and Kayak Use Rules when using that 

equipment. 

e. US Coast Guard approved Type III life jackets must be worn on all PYC-PSEF small craft. 

 

7. PYC-PSEF Sailboat Use Rules: 

a. Before using PYC-PSEF owned sailboats, members must be checked out and certified by 

one of the Sailing Instructors.  Club members in good standing may use these boats after 

receiving “Skipper” certification and after completing a “check sail” with a Certified  

Sailing Instructor. 

b. Read PYC-PSEF Sailboat Program and PYC-PSEF Sailboat Usage Policy on the club’s 

website for all details and associated documents. 

c. PYC-PSEF owns a small fleet of sailboats including Flying Scot, Fusion and MC Scow 

d. Member guests may not Skipper any of the PYC-PSEF owned sailboats,  however they 

may ride aboard with a member who has been certified “Skipper.”   Before sailing, each 

guest must sign a Waiver releasing PYC-PSEF from any liability or damages.   

 

8. Paddleboard and Kayak Use Rules: 

a. Club members can use the paddleboards and kayaks on a first-come, first served basis. 

b. Club members must sign out the paddleboards and kayaks in the Equipment Use Binder 

on the Dinghy Deck. 

c. US Coast Guard approved Type III life jackets must be worn by all when using PYC-PSEF 

paddleboards and kayaks. 

d. Launch and retrieve paddleboards and kayaks from the Opti docks, not the concrete 

boat ramp. 

e. Store equipment upside down to protect the paddleboard skegs 

f. When on the water stay in groups to be visible to other boaters. 

 

9. Boat Hoist Rules: 

a. Use the boat hoist equipment at your own risk. 

b. You must be checked out by a certified hoist operator to use the hoist. 
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c. You must not exceed the hoist’s 4,000 pound maximum weight limit. 

d. Do not work alone when using chain falls 

e. You may leave chain falls in place as an additional safety measure 

f. Use jack stands with safety chains to support boats 

g. Do not work under boats without adequate jack stand support 

h. Use appropriate personal safety equipment when removing or applying anti-fouling 

paint. 

i. Clean up the work area when the work is finished 

j. Dispose of all waste materials properly and place in dumpster 

k. Leave hoist and equipment in good working order 

l. Report any equipment problems to the Rear Commodore, Buildings and Grounds. 

 

10. PYC Construction Rules: 

a. Before any structure can be constructed on club property copies of scaled drawings and 

cost estimates be submitted to the Board of Directors for approval.  Drawings should 

include proposed plan and elevation views with any important details adequate 

diagrammed, dimensioned and labeled so that the Board can determine if the 

construction will meet the club requirements.    

b. The structure must also meet local building codes.  If a permit is required by local 

authorities, then the permit shall be applied for after approval by the Board of Directors.   

Construction shall not start until after receipt of the building permit and a copy given to 

the Board of Directors. 

 

11. PYC Power Boat Policy: 

a. Privately owned power boats cannot be launched, stored, or docked at PYC, except for 

the following: 

i. Privately owned boats used in conjunction with PYC sanctioned events and as 

approved by the PYC Board. (Race Committee boat, etc.) 

ii. Privately owned boat whose owner has been granted permission by the PYC 

Board of Directors to have the boat on the premises for a specific purpose and 

limited time. 

b. PYC power boats are to be used ONLY in support of PYC sanctioned sailing activities. 

i. Racing. 

ii. Sail training and instruction for youth and adults. 

iii. Youth dinghy sailing practice outside of official youth sailing events.   Such boats 

must remain in the vicinity of the PYC harbor and clubhouse and must be 

refueled by the user after the event. 

iv. Dock maintenance and/or other PYC maintenance functions 

c. PYC power boats cannot be used for personal activities including cruising, skiing, rafting, 

etc. 

d. Operators of PYC power boats must be PYC members and must be trained/certified in 

power boat operations. 
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e. A PYC power boat will be available on the dinghy dock for use in emergency situations 

to render assistance to any sailor in peril. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

Adopted 07.19.22:   Updated and organized original document          

Revised 06.29.23      Added item 6…PYC/PSEF Sailboat Use Rules  

Revised 07.29.23      Added revised item 2…Parent Responsibilities 

Revised 04.08.24:     Added Item 10…PYC Power Boat Policy  

 


