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View from the Helm  
 
 
After a summer with some of the worst sailing conditions I have seen 
while at PYC, we are into a great-looking fall, launched last weekend 
with the TVCC regatta at the Concorde Yacht Club near Knoxville.  
Because of the qualification rules and light turnout by four of the six 
member clubs, only Concorde and PYC were scored for the overall 
trophy, and our four boats took on the 22 entries from Concorde and 
nearly won it.  In the 12-boat non-spinnaker fleet, the teams of Scott 
Cline with Mark Mentgen in “Catspaw” (borrowed from David 
Bergevin) and Guy Campbell with Ryan Elverd took 1st and 3rd 

respectively.  In the spinnaker fleet, Rob Fowler with Frank 
Hughes and Hannah Ginese took 2nd in Frank’s J22; and Steve 
Sherman placed 2nd with his MC Scow in the dinghy fleet.  
 
 
 
Regarding our transition to payment processing through Clubspot, our 
new management software, a new line item called “Processing Fee” has 
been added for those paying by credit card or ACH, beginning with 
2022 Q2 and Q3 invoices.  In a one-time action, PYC combined all 
members’ processing fees for 2022 Q2 and Q3 with your Q4 invoice, 
and that 2022 Q4 cumulative processing fee will appear on your 2023 
Q1 invoice. 
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Our processing fee is calculated based on the payment amount and method 
of payment used—2.9% plus $0.30 for credit card payments and 0.9% for 
ACH payments.  Though processing fees are often hidden by businesses as 
an inflated cost of service, processing fees—sometimes as high as 5%—are 
assessed on all bills paid online and are not unique to PYC; but unlike 
commercial operations, PYC does not increase our charge for services to 
cover processing fees.  Because Clubspot cannot predetermine how an 
invoice will be paid, processing fees will be reflected in your invoice in the 
quarter after they are incurred. 
 
 
Unfortunately, I will be enjoying the next several months of sailing by 
watching it from the porch as I recover from a rapid dismount over the 
handlebars of my bicycle.    

 
 
 

Smooth sailing, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom 
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 October 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
TVCC 

2 
TVCC 

230PM  
Dinghy Race 

3 4 5 6 7 8 
Team Race 

Regatta 

9 
Team Race 

Regatta 

10 
PYC Board 

Meeting 

11 12 13 14 15 
1PM Long  

Distance Race 

16 
230PM  

Dinghy Race 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
1PM Keelboat 

Race 

23 
230PM  

Dinghy Race 

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Halloween 

Regatta 

30 
Halloween 

Regatta 

31      

November 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
830AM Work 

Party 
1PM Keelboat 

Race 

6 
230PM  

Dinghy Race 

7 8 9 10 11 12 
John’s Pig  

Regatta 

13 14 
PYC Board 

Meeting 
 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 
2PM  

Decorating 
for  

Christmas 

28 29 30    
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October 

1st & 2nd        TVCC  (Knoxville) 

1st 2nd 8th 9th        Adults Learn to Sail 
(“ALTS”) 
8th & 9th        Chattanooga Challenge Catali-
na  

Chair – David Bergevin    Pro  A Pro 
29th & 30th        Halloween Regatta 

Chair – David Varnell    Pro  A Pro 
15th, 22nd      1:00pm  Saturday Keelboat Races 
16th, 23rd      2:30pm   Sunday Dinghy Races 
 
November & December 
5th,      1:00pm  Saturday Keelboat Races 
6th,        2:30pm   Sunday Dinghy Races 
12th November       John’s Pig Regatta 

Chair – Rob Fowler    Pro  A Pro 
 

 Weather Permitting     Frost Bite Series  
 
Fleet Captains 
Catalina 22 David Bergevin   423-843-1443 
dbergevin515@epbfi.com 
Melges 14 & MC Steve Sherman     423-432-6501 – steve@optistuff 
   Josh Landers    412-303-4219 -
landerjc@westinghouse.com  
PHRF  David Varnell   423-875-2387 djvarnell1@epbfi.com   
Flying Scot  Orenda Gregory 706-264-3134 Orendagrego-
ry@gmail.com  
J 22   David Hensley   423-902-3699 Davidfhens-
ley@gmail.com 
Junior Fleet Ed Buiel 423-903-7032  edbuiel@gmail.com     
   
 

2022 PYC Race Schedule 

mailto:landerjc@westinghouse.com
mailto:djvarnell1@epbfi.com
mailto:Orendagregory@gmail.com
mailto:Orendagregory@gmail.com
mailto:Davidfhensley@gmail.com
mailto:Davidfhensley@gmail.com
mailto:edbuiel@gmail.com
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The Poker Run 2022 
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The Poker Run 2022 
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The Poker Run 2022 
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The Poker Run 2022 
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In the 12-boat non-spinnaker fleet, the teams of Scott Cline with Mark 
Mentgen in “Catspaw” (borrowed from David Bergevin) and Guy 
Campbell with Ryan Elverd took 1st and 3rd respectively.  In the spin-
naker fleet, Rob Fowler with Frank Hughes and Hannah Ginese 
took 2nd in Frank’s J22; and Steve Sherman placed 2nd with his MC 
Scow in the dinghy fleet.  

 

Tennessee Valley Challenge Cup 
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PYC’s Flying Scot Fleet #13 Members Attend Away Regattas 
 

Several of PYC’s FS sailors traveled to South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama during September 
and early October to participate in regattas.  
 
On September 3rd & 4th, seventeen boats competed in the “Scot on the Rocks Regatta” at Lake 
Murray Sailing Club in Chapin, SC.  
 
Final Results:  2nd - Lynn & Bill Bruss; 9th – Melissa & Bill Klingensmith; 11th - Lester & 
Alaina Stern; 14th – Orenda & Martin Gregory. 
 
Later in September on the 23rd & 24th, fourteen boats competed in the “Scot-A-Hoochee Regat-
ta” at Lake Lanier Sailing Club in Flowery Branch, GA. 
 
Final Results:  2nd – Lynn & Bill Bruss; 7th – Melissa & Bill Klingensmith; 12th – Oren-
da & Martin Gregory. 
 
On October 1st & 2nd, two of PYC’s FS fleet members traveled to Vincent, AL. to participate in the 
“Great Scot Regatta” at Birmingham Sailing Club located on Lake Logan Martin. Nine boats com-
peted in the Challenger Fleet. 
 
Final Results:  1st – Melissa & Bill Klingensmith;  2nd – Orenda & Martin Gregory 
 
Attending away regattas is a great way to meet members of other clubs, improve your sailing skills 
and enjoy the scenery while sailing on different lakes!  Flying Scots are easy to rig and trailer. If 
you are interested in joining PYC’s Flying Scot Fleet, contact Orenda Gregory  706-264-3134.  
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NEED CREW? 
 
Has it been a while since you’ve sailed your boat?   Wishing you 
could find crew to help you sail? We’ve got you covered!  
 
Whether you’re cruising or racing, please consider inviting sailors who 
are interested in crewing to join you on your sailboat!  Put them to 
work rigging, crewing, helming and stowing the boat. Many of our As-
sociates have completed the introduction to sailing Adult Learn to Sail 
class. Now they are hoping to refine their sailing skills and learn how 
different sailboats perform by serving as crew members. New to PYC 
Family Members who are experienced sailors are looking forward to 
getting to know current PYC members through sailing. This is a win-
win situation!  Please consider hosting new PYC members. Help them 
experience sailing while getting to know others at PYC. Please contact 
those interested directly.  

 
The “Crew List” link can be found on the PYC website under “Racing” 

select “Crew Information.” 
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Amber & David Wattenbarger 
have lived in Chattanooga since 
2010.  They enjoy family adventur-
ing - hiking, biking, cooking, read-
ing, traveling - with their two kids, 
Jude (11) & Gabe (6).  David works 
as a financial adviser for his firm, 
DRW Financial, and Amber works 
as a Supply Chain consultant.  
Jude has enjoyed two summers of 
PYC Sail Camp and is in his second 
year practicing on the Optimist 

Youth Race team. Gabe loves swimming and biking and can’t wait to at-
tend sail camp when he’s old enough.   Amber & David took Adult Learn 
to Sail classes this year and look forward to developing their family sail-
ing skills, learning to race, and being part of the community at PYC. 

Welcome Our New Associate Members 

Steven Smith 
 

My son Tyler and I started crewing with Andrew 
Postell on his J24 for the Wednesday night races 
in the summer of 2021.   We crewed with Andrew 
for two out of town J24 regattas over the winter 
and then again for the Wednesday night keelboat 
races this year.   My daughter Kaitlyn is a little 
younger so not crewing yet but has still been out 
with us several times.   We've learned a tremen-
dous amount and have really enjoyed participat-

ing in those races as well as the weekend regattas at Privateer.    We bought 
our own boat, a Hunter 22, in the fall of last year and that allowed me to 
learn even more about sailing and, just as importantly, working on a sail-
boat.   Having never owned a boat larger than a kayak before, I'm trying to 
learn as much as I can as fast as I can.  Thrilled to be part of the Privateer 
family now and excited to see where this can take us ! 
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Mark your calendars now for: 
 

PYC’s Fall Work Day! 
November 5th  

8:30 AM 
 

We need a lot of volunteers to help rake leaves, 
pick up driftwood and downed limbs, etc. Bring 
rakes, blowers, tarps, weed-eaters! 
 
Additional tasks will be identified nearer to the 
work date!  
 
Coffee, muffins, snacks & water will be available! 

Welcome Our New Associate Members 
 

Jesse and Brittany Watlington.  
 
We have two young kids Amelia and Henry. We have 
lived in Chattanooga since 2007, residing in Signal 
Mountain and own Bleu Fox Cheese Shop on the 
Southside. We both grew up outside Knoxville in 
Rockwood and Oak Ridge. My husband’s family were 
members of the Concord Yacht Club throughout his 
entire childhood where he was active in racing and at-
tending/instructing at the clubs Sail Camp each year. 
Sailing has always been a huge part of our family. I 
was first introduced to sailing during the 10 years we 

visited my in-laws while they lived on their Union 36 sailboat. I instantly 
fell in love. We are very excited for the opportunity to enjoy sailing more 
and to pass along the love and tradition to our kids. 
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PYC needs more VOLUNTEERS  
to help complete the Task List! 

 
Super big thanks to the 18 members who have completed 
jobs on the “Task List”!!! I really appreciate your hard 
work!  Eleven tasks are remaining to be completed.  If you 
are an Associate or Family Member and have not yet vol-
unteered to complete a task, please do so. The “Task List” 
is posted on the bulletin board in the clubhouse. Please 
sign your name beside tasks you worked on and complet-
ed.  If you partially complete a task, please note work 
completed and work remaining.  
 
Associates:  please document your volunteer work on the 
task list and on your log in the Associate Notebook. The 
tasks can be completed on your own time schedule. We 
need to finish this list ASAP, please. 
 
Task List: 
Cut brush along driveway 
Cut brush around kayak hut 
Weed eat along main driveway both sides 
Weed eat along shore lines 
Weed eat in south cove parking area 
Weed club house planting beds 
Plant flower bulbs in planting beds 
Clean stained / greasy patio under gas grills 
Clean outside tables and chairs on porch 
Unclog gutter downspouts 
Clean gutters (again due to falling leaves) 
 

Questions?   
Text or call Orenda Gregory 706-264-3134 
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For Sale 

2005 WAVELENGTH 24, “CALIENTE” 
INCLUDED WITH THE BOAT: Like New North 3Di 150% 
Genoa, 1 year old spinnaker, New 100% Dacron jib, Pacific Du-
al Axle Trailer, Cockpit cover, Lifting strap, trailer strap, life 
jackets, Spinnaker and Genoa sheets, Faired keel, and rudder 
Asking Price: $12,000 
Contact Rob Fowler - 423-468-0149 
Contact Tom Clark – 706-280-4225 

J-29— $10,000 — ‘Maniac’ - 2 mains, 4 spinnakers, several genoas, 
and even a couple of small jibs, Navman instruments including 
depth/speed/wind, with 5 displays VHF, Stereo w/CD, Outboard 
motor, Autohelm, Built-in manual bilge pump, Solar battery charger, 
Relatively new (2017) battery, Large awning. Several scratches, 
dents, and other imperfections.  
Tim Chambers 423-718-3704 

 

Your AD Here! 
 

Cory.pyc@gmail.com 

Looking for a small sailboat with trailer, such as a 
‘Flying Junior’, etc. 
 Luke Padgett, 423-322-8904,  
lepadgett@gmail.com 

PRIVATEER YACHT CLUB SHIP’S STORE 
Go to this website: https://stores.inksoft.com/privateer_yacht_club. 
Check back later for member discounts during promotional sales on all 
types of apparel and gear, even outside the range of customized pieces. 
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Privateer Yacht Club 
was organized on July 25, 1940, 
in order to promote sailing in 
the Chickamauga Lake area and 
particularly in Chattanooga; to 
teach its members to talk the 
language of the sea and build up 
a marine tradition for “The 
Great Lakes of The South”; to 
help promote water safety and a 
code of ethics for the waterways; 
to form a social and activity nu-
cleus for people in the area in-
terested in sailing; and to devel-
op an active relationship with 
other sailing and boating organi-
zations to promote racing and 
other boating activities.  
 

www.privateeryachtclub.org 
Privatear Yacht Club 
4713 Privateer Road 

P.O. Box 1041 
Hixon, TN 37343 

PRIVATE EAR is a monthly publication written by PYC Club Members, and compiled by: Cory Richardson 

 
 

 
 CONTACT YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 

Information ———————-> info@privateeryachtclub.org 

Commodore Tom Clark commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Vice Commodore Frank Hughes vice.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Rear Commodore Orenda Gregory rear.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Treasurer Tina Marx treasurer@privateeryachtclub.org 

Secretary Martin Gregory secretary@privateeryachtclub.org 

Dockmaster Kevin Gersch dockmaster@privateeryachtclub.org 

Membership Director Lynn Bruss membership.director@privateeryachtclub.org 

Social Director Tina Campbell social.director@privateeryachtclub.org 

Past Commodore Rob Fowler past.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Club Boat Director Tim Chambers club.boat.director@privateeryachtclub.org 

mailto:info@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:vice.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:rear.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:treasurer@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:secretary@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:dockmaster@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:membership.director@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:social.director@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:past.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:club.boat.director@privateeryachtclub.org

