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View from the Helm  
August 2022 

 
I just returned from an organized 
trip around the Canadian Mari-
time Provinces with Mary Beth, 
and I enjoyed seeing a lot of 
ocean without the heat, crowds 
and sand usually associated with 
trips to our Southeastern shores.  
On a gorgeous afternoon, I spent 
time visiting with members of the 
Charlottetown Yacht Club on 
Prince Edward Island, but they 
can depend on sailing only June 
to September.  Their photo 
gallery included numerous shots 
of keelboats in midweek races, 
with clearly more crew than 
needed to handle the boats, but 
with just enough to have a fun 
evening on the water, and it 
struck me that we might have lost  

 
 
 
some of our fun.  Just a few years 
ago, it was challenging to keep 
enough hot dogs on hand for the 
informal social after Wednesday 
evening races.  This year there 
were several times when we 
didn’t even bother cooking dogs 
for lack of turnout. 
 
The upcoming Poker Run on 
September 10 at 3:00, with a 
social to follow, is a great chance 
to get out for some FUN sailing 
and socializing.  We have a great 
facility, so let’s take advantage of 
it.  Watching others sail from the 
porch is nice, but viewing the 
action from a sailboat should be 
our preference.   
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There is a new two-day event 
planned for October 8-9 which will 
have something for everyone.  
Keelboats will race on Saturday 
and Flying Scots on Sunday, and 
we hope to have at least 15 boats 
out each day.  It sounds like fun to 
me, so come join us! 
 
Orenda Gregory has been working 
to connect anyone interested in 
sailing-through-crewing with 
skippers who need crew, providing 
a wonderful way for newer mem-
bers to get sailing experience and 
meet fellow members.  One of the 
most important criteria used by the 
Board when deciding whether an 
Associate will be offered a Family 
Membership is sailing activity 
during their one-year Associate 
Membership.  What a terrific 
opportunity to gain that experience 
and have fun doing it.  
 
Just a couple of reminders regard-
ing our adoption of Clubspot for 
managing most of our data-related 
tasks: 
 
1)  Reserving spots for our social 
and racing events is now largely 
managed from the website and can 
be billed to your membership 
account.  
 

 
2)  You will be billed for these 
charged activities on the next 
quarterly invoice.  Our plan is to 
eliminate any paper billing by the 
end of the year. 
 

3)  All information about your 
account, as well as methods to 
make payments, can be found on 
our website, Privateeryachtclub.org. 

 

 

See you on the water 

TOM CLARK 
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September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
645PM  

Dinghy Race 

2 3 
11AM Keel 
Boat Race 

4 
230PM 

Dinghy Race 

5 6 7 8 9 10 
Poker Run 

 

11 
230PM 

Dinghy Race 

12 
PYC Board 

Meeting 

13 14 15 16 17 
1PM Keel 
Boat Race 

18 
230PM 

Dinghy Race 
 

19 20 21 22 23 24 
1PM Keel 
Boat Race 

25 
230PM 

Dinghy Race 

26 27 28 29 30  

October 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
TVCC 

2 
TVCC 

3 4 5 6 7 8 
PYC Team 

Race  
Challenge 

9 
PYC Team 

Race  
Challenge 

10 
PYC Board 

Meeting 

11 12 13 14 15 
Long  

Distance Race 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Halloween 

Regatta 

30 
Halloween 

Regatta 

31      
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September    
1st    6:45pm   Thursday Dinghy Races 
10th 11th 17th 18th 24th 25th     Adults Learn to Sail (“ALTS”) 
3rd     11:00am   Saturday Keelboat Races 
10th, 17th, 24th    1:00pm   Saturday Keelboat Races  
4th, 11th, 18th, 25th    2:30pm    Sunday Dinghy Races 
 

October 

1st & 2nd        TVCC  (Knoxville) 

1st 2nd 8th 9th        Adults Learn to Sail 
(“ALTS”) 
8th & 9th        Chattanooga Challenge Catalina  

Chair – David Bergevin    Pro  A Pro 
29th & 30th        Halloween Regatta 

Chair – David Varnell    Pro  A Pro 
15th, 22nd      1:00pm  Saturday Keelboat Races 
16th, 23rd      2:30pm   Sunday Dinghy Races 
 
November & December 
5th,      1:00pm  Saturday Keelboat Races 
6th,        2:30pm   Sunday Dinghy Races 
12th November       John’s Pig Regatta 

Chair – Rob Fowler    Pro  A Pro 
 
 Weather Permitting     Frost Bite Series  
 
Fleet Captains 
Catalina 22 David Bergevin   423-843-1443 dbergevin515@epbfi.com 
Melges 14 & MC Steve Sherman     423-432-6501 – steve@optistuff 
   Josh Landers    412-303-4219 -landerjc@westinghouse.com  
PHRF  David Varnell   423-875-2387 djvarnell1@epbfi.com   
Flying Scot  Orenda Gregory 706-264-3134 Orendagregory@gmail.com  
J 22   David Hensley   423-902-3699 Davidfhensley@gmail.com 
Junior Fleet Ed Buiel 423-903-7032  edbuiel@gmail.com      
  
 

2022 PYC Race Schedule 

mailto:landerjc@westinghouse.com
mailto:djvarnell1@epbfi.com
mailto:Orendagregory@gmail.com
mailto:Davidfhensley@gmail.com
mailto:edbuiel@gmail.com
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AROUND THE CLUB 
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NEED CREW? 
 
Has it been a while since you’ve sailed your boat?   Wishing you 
could find crew to help you sail? We’ve got you covered!  
 
Whether you’re cruising or racing, please consider inviting sailors who 
are interested in crewing to join you on your sailboat!  Put them to 
work rigging, crewing, helming and stowing the boat. Many of our As-
sociates have completed the introduction to sailing Adult Learn to Sail 
class. Now they are hoping to refine their sailing skills and learn how 
different sailboats perform by serving as crew members. New to PYC 
Family Members who are experienced sailors are looking forward to 
getting to know current PYC members through sailing. This is a win-
win situation!  Please consider hosting new PYC members. Help them 
experience sailing while getting to know others at PYC. Please contact 
those interested directly.  

 
The “Crew List” link can be found on the PYC website under “Racing” 

select “Crew Information.” 

 

New member Ryan Elverd working on his boat 
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PYC NEEDS VOLUNTEERS!  
 

While PYC hires a crew to clean the bathrooms each week and to cut the 
grass every other week, please remember that PYC has no employees to 
keep the buildings and grounds ship shape! All able bodied members are 
encouraged to invest in PYC through their volunteer work at the club-
house and on the grounds. The following jobs can be completed on your 
own time schedule. 
This “Task List” will be on the table near the bulletin board in the club-
house. Please sign your name beside tasks you have worked on and com-
pleted. If you partially complete a task, please note work completed and 
work remaining. Associates:  please document your volunteer work on 
the task list and on your log in the Associate Notebook.  
 
Questions? Text or call Orenda Gregory 706-264-3134 
 
Task List: 
• Wash outside windows of clubhouse 
• Clean cobwebs off the clubhouse porch 
• Dust the porch fans 
• Blow leaves off the patio and porch 
• Clean leaves out of the clubhouse gutters and downspouts 
• Trim shrubs on the waterfront side of the clubhouse  
• Cut back brush along pathways 
• Cut underbrush and clean up around the kayak huts 
• Weed-eat!  Everywhere you see weeds! Cut them down! 
• Weed the planting beds; plant flowers or bulbs in the beds 
• See something broken, if you can, fix or repair it  
    (if not able to fix or repair, report it via text to Orenda Gregory 706-264-3134) 
• Empty the clubhouse trash cans (inside and outside) 
• Clean up behind yourself when you use the kitchen  
    (wash / dry  utensils and cookware and return to appropriate storage  area) 
• Clean the grills  
• Remove driftwood and fallen branches (smaller pieces of driftwood 

and small branches can be placed near the firewood stack by the fire 
pit) 
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For Sale 

2005 WAVELENGTH 24, “CALIENTE” 
INCLUDED WITH THE BOAT: Like New North 3Di 150% 
Genoa, 1 year old spinnaker, New 100% Dacron jib, Pacific Du-
al Axle Trailer, Cockpit cover, Lifting strap, trailer strap, life 
jackets, Spinnaker and Genoa sheets, Faired keel, and rudder 
Asking Price: $12,000 
Contact Rob Fowler - 423-468-0149 
Contact Tom Clark – 706-280-4225 

J-29— $10,000 — ‘Maniac’ - 2 mains, 4 spinnakers, several genoas, 
and even a couple of small jibs, Navman instruments including 
depth/speed/wind, with 5 displays VHF, Stereo w/CD, Outboard 
motor, Autohelm, Built-in manual bilge pump, Solar battery charger, 
Relatively new (2017) battery, Large awning. Several scratches, 
dents, and other imperfections.  
Tim Chambers 423-718-3704 

 

Your AD Here! 
 

Cory.pyc@gmail.com 

Looking for a small sailboat with trailer, such as a 
‘Flying Junior’, etc. 
 Luke Padgett, 423-322-8904,  
lepadgett@gmail.com 

PRIVATEER YACHT CLUB SHIP’S STORE 
Go to this website: https://stores.inksoft.com/privateer_yacht_club. 
Check back later for member discounts during promotional sales on all 
types of apparel and gear, even outside the range of customized pieces. 
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Privateer Yacht Club 
was organized on July 25, 1940, 
in order to promote sailing in the 
Chickamauga Lake area and par-
ticularly in Chattanooga; to teach 
its members to talk the language 
of the sea and build up a marine 
tradition for “The Great Lakes of 
The South”; to help promote wa-
ter safety and a code of ethics for 
the waterways; to form a social 
and activity nucleus for people in 
the area interested in sailing; 
and to develop an active rela-
tionship with other sailing and 
boating organizations to pro-
mote racing and other boating 
activities.  
 

www.privateeryachtclub.org 
Privatear Yacht Club 
4713 Privateer Road 

P.O. Box 1041 
Hixon, TN 37343 

PRIVATE EAR is a monthly publication written by PYC Club Members, and compiled by: Cory Richardson 

 
 

 
 CONTACT YOUR BOARD MEMBERS 

Information  info@privateeryachtclub.org 

Commodore Tom Clark commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Vice Commodore Frank Hughes vice.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Rear Commodore Orenda Gregory rear.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Treasurer Tina Marx treasurer@privateeryachtclub.org 

Secretary Martin Gregory secretary@privateeryachtclub.org 

Dockmaster Kevin Gersch dockmaster@privateeryachtclub.org 

Membership Director Lynn Bruss membership.director@privateeryachtclub.org 

Social Director Tina Campbell social.director@privateeryachtclub.org 

Past Commodore Rob Fowler past.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org 

Club Boat Director Tim Chambers club.boat.director@privateeryachtclub.org 

mailto:info@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:vice.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:rear.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:treasurer@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:secretary@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:dockmaster@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:membership.director@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:social.director@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:past.commodore@privateeryachtclub.org
mailto:club.boat.director@privateeryachtclub.org

