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LAKE ERIE FALL SERIES
Thistle Fleet 1 - Cleveland Yachting Club

200 Yacht Club Drive Rocky River, Ohio 44116

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
Published  9/12/2026 noon
1. RULES
1.1. The regatta will be governed by the rules defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing 2025-2028.
1.2. The notation “[DP]” in a rule in the SI means that the penalty for a breach of that rule may, at the discretion of the protest committee, be less than disqualification.

1.3. RRS 60.1(a) is changed to add: prohibit a boat from protesting another boat for an alleged breach of any class rule other than class equipment measurement rules.

1.4. RRS 66 is changed, see Protests and Appeals section of this Sailing Instructions.
2. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
2.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the official regatta notice board located at CYC’s Center Isle and if possible as a convenience on Clubspot
3. CHANGES TO THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
3.1. Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted at CYC’s Center Isle Official Notice Board, no later than the start of the competitor’s meeting except that during a postponement ashore a change may be posted no less than 15 minutes before the AP flag is removed. Any change to the schedule of racing will be posted on CYC’s Center Isle Official Notice Board on the day before it will take effect.

4. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE
4.1. Signals ashore will be displayed from the CYC’s Flagpole at the gas dock
4.2. When flag AP is displayed ashore, “1 minute” is replaced with “not less than 45 minutes” for the race signal AP. This changes Race Signals.
5. COMMUNICATION
5.1. The Race Committee will monitor VHF channel 72 as the competitor channel.
5.2. Competitors may monitor but not broadcast on VHF channel 72 UNLESS to announce their retirement or other emergency situations
5.3. Announcements on VHF channel 72 regarding events on the race course are a courtesy but not a requirement of the RC

6. SAFETY
6.1. Before the warning signal of the first race in which they intend to compete each day, boats shall check in by sailing by their class’s RC signal boat. Each boat shall hail her recall number until acknowledged by the signal boat. Failure to check in may result in a penalty. [DP]

6.2. A boat retiring from a race shall notify the RC vessel before leaving the course, or, when that is impossible, immediately after arrival ashore. [DP]

7. SCHEDULE OF RACES
Saturday, September 26, 2026
· 0900hrs – 10:00hrs
Registration and Check-in.
· 10:30hrs

Competitor’s Meeting in parking lot area
· 11:25hrs

Warning Signal for Race 1
· …..

Multiple Races
· 15:30hrs
No Warning after this hour
· 17:30hrs
Beer, Brats, and Burgers.  Awards.
7.1. There is a maximum of 5 races scheduled.
7.2. The warning signal for succeeding races will be made as soon as  possible after the finish of preceding race.

7.3. There may be a wake-up horn one minute before the class warning signal. This may be either a multi-horn sound signal without a visual pennant or a single horn if an AP flag is being dropped.

8. CLASS FLAGS
8.1. Class flag will be Thistle Class Flag
9. RACING AREA
9.1. The race area will be in a Northerly direction of the entrance to the Rocky River depending on wind direction.
10. THE COURSE
10.1. See attached diagram for course layouts.
10.2. No later than the warning signal, the RC signal boat will display the course designation and the approximate compass bearing for the first leg.
11. MARKS
11.1. Mark Color and shape are designated in the course diagram.

11.2. The Windward marks will be tetrahedrons.  The Offset will be a small cylinder.  The Leeward gate and Finish buoys will be cylinders
12. THE START/FINISH Lines
12.1. The Start Line will be on the port side of the RC Signal Boat.  The signal boat end of the start line will be an Orange flag shown on the Signal boat port side see Course Diagram

12.2. The Finish Line will be on the starboard side of the RC Signal Boat.  The signal boat end of the finish line will be a Blue flag on the Signal boat starboard side, see Course Diagram

12.3. Races will be started using RRS rule 26. 
12.4. A boat starting later than four (4) minutes after her starting signal will be scored DNS. This changes rules 35, 63.1 and A5.

13. During any race the Finish line will be closed to competitors unless the competitor intends to finish.

14. RECALLS
14.1. The RC will attempt to hail the sail numbers of OCS boats after the starting signal. This changes rule 29.1.

14.2. Failure of any boat to hear the hail, promptness of the hail, failure to hail any boats or the order of boats hailed shall not be grounds for redress. This changes rule 62.1

15. CHANGES TO THE NEXT LEG OF THE COURSE
15.1. Change of course will be conducted in normal fashion per RSS Rule 33

15.2. The change mark will be a yellow tetrahedron and no offset mark will be used with the change mark for the remaining legs of the present race.

15.3. After a race that includes a course change ends, the change mark will be replaced with the original windward and offset marks before the next race starts to restore the original course layout and progression of marks.

16. TIME LIMITS
16.1. Boat must start within 4 minutes of the start signal or will be scored DNS without a hearing

16.2. First boat to windward mark – 30 minutes.  Race abandoned if no boat meets this limit

16.3. First boat to Finish the Race – 60 minutes.  Race abandoned if no boat meets this limit

16.4. Finish Window after First Boat Finishes – 20 minutes

16.5. The race will be abandoned if fewer than one-third of started boats finish within the window

16.6. Boats not finishing within the Finish Window and not retiring, penalized or given redress, will be scored DNF without hearing.  This alters RRS 35, A5.1 and A5.2

17. PROTESTS AND APPEALS
17.1. Protest forms will be available at and returned to Registration desk at CYC’s Center Isle.
17.2. The protest time limit is 30 minutes after the RC signal boat docks.

17.3. In order to file a protest when ashore, the protesting crew must inform the signal boat of their intentions to protest before leaving the race area.  Protests will not be accepted if notification was not given on the water.
17.4. Notice of actions taken by the RC or PC and a list of boats penalized under Appendix P will be posted on the official notice board.

17.5. Notices shall be posted no later than 30 minutes after the protest time limit to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as witnesses.

18. SCORING
18.1. The Low Point System of Appendix A will apply.
18.2. One (1) race is required to be completed to constitute a regatta.
18.3. A boat’s series score will be the total of all races scores. No score shall be excluded.
19. REPLACEMENT OF EQUIPMENT
19.1. Substitution or repair or replacement of hulls, sails, or equipment will not be allowed without prior written approval of the Organizing Authority. [DP]

20. PRIZES
20.1. Prizes will be awarded to the top 3 skippers at the picnic.
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Course Descriptions

2: W-0O-FL
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Notes

1. No Offset mark with windward change
2. Shorten Course Finish per RRS 32
3. Will move Gate for leeward change
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