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2026-2027 Melges 15 Winter Series
[bookmark: _w7s1i3t9elj5]Organizing Authority: Melges 15 Class 
[bookmark: _dx2n5h8jmyfp]November 2026-March 2027
[bookmark: _o0kf3aoejhbq]Melges Watersports Center, 2550 N Banana River Drive, Merritt Island, FL 32952
[bookmark: _7due1i50ine4]Notice of Series

Objective – The Melges 15 winter series will be a series of four regattas, scored all together to determine an overall winter series champion. The events are Melges 15 Winter Series #1 (November 20-22, 2026), Winter Series #2 (December 31, 2026-January 3, 2027), Winter Series #3 (February 19-21, 2027), and the Melges 15 Midwinter Championship (March 18-21, 2027). 

1. Management
1.1. The events in the series will be:

Melges 15 Winter Series #1
Melges 15 Winter Series #2
Melges 15 Winter Series #3
Melges 15 Midwinter Championship

1.2. The rules for the series and each individual regatta will be as stated in the NOR for each individual event. 

2. [bookmark: _oo4r1i47rsbi]Eligibility and Scoring
2.1. To be eligible, the skipper of the boat must drive the boat for all four events listed in the series
2.2. Scoring will be the place you finish in each event 
3. Fees
3.1. The registration fee is on a per event basis
3.2. If you register for the entire series before the deadline it is $1000 ($250 per event)
3.3. After October 16th, the registration fee is $300 per event unless you hit the late fee for that event. In that case it would be $350.
3.4. Entries canceled more than 14 days prior to the first scheduled warning are refundable less a $25 administrative fee. 
4. Schedule
4.1. 
	Event
	Date

	Winter Series #1
	November 20-22

	Winter Series #2
	December 31-January 3

	Winter Series #3
	February 19-21

	Midwinter Championship
	March 18-22



4.2. 8 races are scheduled for each event. Fewer races may be run at the discretion of the Race Committee. 
5. Venue
5.1. The venue will be the Melges Watersports Center. 
5.2. The racing venue will be the waters of the Banana River between the Jimmy Buffett Memorial Highway and the Peebles Bridge. 
6. Courses
6.1. Courses will be windward/leeward. 
7. Coaching and Outside Assistance
7.1. Spectating and Coaching
7.1.1. Spectating is encouraged. Activities like receiving trash, giving encouragement, cheering, and assisting people or vessels in danger is encouraged. 
7.1.2. Coaching is not permitted. RRS 41 applies from the time boats leave shore until they return to shore. Unless specifically requested by Melges 15 Class staff, the following activities are prohibited:
7.1.2.1. Except in an emergency, transferring extra snacks or hydration to a boat. 
7.1.2.2. Towing a boat to and from the racing area. 
7.1.2.3. Discussing tactics, boat handling, tuning, or other topics relating to the performance of the boat. 
8. Launching
8.1. Dolly launching is strongly encouraged. If you do not have a dolly, there is a public boat launch for trailers located south of the center. If you do have a dolly, make sure it is clearly labeled. 
8.2. There is no assigned boat parking at the center. 
8.3. Do not block other boats’ access to the water. 
8.4. Do not block public driving areas. 
9. Risk Statement
9.1. RRS 3 states: ‘The responsibility for a boat’s decision to race is hers alone.’ 
9.2. By participating in this event, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that sailing is a potentially dangerous activity with inherent risks. The risks include strong winds and rough seas, sudden changes in the weather, failure of equipment, boat handling errors, poor seamanship by other boats, loss of balance on an unstable platform, and fatigue resulting in increased risk of injury. Inherent in the sport of sailing is the risk of permanent, catastrophic injury or death by drowning, trauma, hypothermia, or other causes. 
9.3. Prior to participating in this event, each competitor shall sign the Melges 15 Class Waiver of Liability. Boats with incomplete crew waivers will not be considered an entry to the event. 
10. Insurance
10.1. Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third party liability insurance with a minimum covered amount of $300,000 per covered event. 
11. Prizes
11.1. Prizes will be awarded to the top 3 boats overall in the series. 

12. Media Rights
12.1. Competitors give absolute right for name, likeness, photographs, video, or other media of themselves to be used for any hearing, press, editorial, training, or advertising purposes. 
13. No Commercial Activity Policy
13.1. The sale, promotion, or advertising of any commercial goods, services, business, brands, or products is strictly prohibited without express written consent. Failure to comply with this rule will result in exclusion from the venue and rejection of any future event entry. 
13.2. Conducting paid or profit-driven activities such as workshops, events, clinics, or services is not permitted without express written consent. Failure to comply with this rule will result in exclusion from the venue and rejection of any future event entry. 
14. Further Information

Melges Class Association
Melges15@melges.com
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