
41st Annual MC Blue Chip Championship Regatta 
October 2nd - 4th, 2026 

Spring Lake Yacht Club 

17500 West Spring Lake Road 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
1 RULES 
1.1 - The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in the current Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS). In 
case of conflict, these Sailing Instructions (SI) will prevail. No advertising may be displayed. 
1.2 - Rule 41 Outside Help is modified so that boats, who capsize, may receive outside assistance, 
without penalty, and may continue to race. 
1.3 - Rule 60.4(a)(2) is changed as follows: (2) if it alleges a breach of a rule of Part 2 or rule 31 and is 
from a boat that was not involved in, and did not see, the incident, or 

2 ELIGIBILITY AND ENTRY 
The regatta is an invite-only event and restricted to designated skippers sailing boats of the MC class. 
Skippers must be current members of the MC Sailing Association with the exception of the Mystery Guest 
and sailors from other classes invited to this event. Non-MCSA members will be scored DNC for all races. 
Entries must be completed and all fees paid by close of registration for a boat to be scored. All boats must 
comply with the MCSA scantlings prior to the preparatory signal of the first scheduled race. A boat may 
sail with a different sail number from its hull number if it registers with that sail number, and must compete 
with that number for the entire event. 

3 NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 
3.1  Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board is located at  https://
springlakeyachtclub.com/regatta/h5UCnIonD7/#notice-board  
3.2  An unofficial physical notice board may be located at the Spring Lake Yacht Club. 

4 CHANGES IN THE SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
Any changes to the Sailing Instructions will be posted at the completion of the Competitors Briefing 
Meeting on the first day or two (2) hours before the scheduled time of the warning signal of the first race 
on subsequent days, except that any change in the schedule of races will be posted no later than 7:00pm 
the day before it will take effect. 

5 COMPETITORS' BRIEFING MEETING 
Saturday, October 3rd, 2026, 9:30 am, at the SLYC Clubhouse.  Channel 73 will be used for all competitor 
notifications. 

6 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 
6.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed at the SLYC Clubhouse or a docked signal boat. 
6.2 Approximately 45 minutes prior to the scheduled warning signal, the signal boat will fire a gun, or 
make another sound signal when it is leaving the dock to set-up the course. 
6.3 When a postponement is signaled ashore, the next warning signal will be made not less than 30 
minutes after the lowering of flag 'AP'. One sound signal will be made when 'AP' is lowered. 

7 SCHEDULE OF RACES 
Warning signal for first race of event: Saturday, October 3rd, 2026, at approximately 10:15 am.  A 
maximum of 6 races are scheduled over two days. Races may be sailed back-to-back. The time of the 
warning signal for subsequent races will be posted except when races are sailed back-to-back. On the 
last day of the regatta no warning signal will be made after 1:00 pm hours. There are no throw-outs. 
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8 RACING AREA 
The racing area will be the waters of Spring Lake. 

9 ABANDONMENT AND SAFETY 
9.1 When the safety of a race is threatened due to weather or other concerns after at least one boat has 
sailed the course and finished within the time limit, the RC may abandon the race. In this situation, flag ‘N 
over H’ means ‘discontinue racing and find safe harbor’. Any boats that have not finished may be scored 
at the discretion of the PRO who may also order the race abandoned. This changes RRS 32 and 35 and 
the Race Signal for flag ‘N over H’. 
9.2 No race will be started when the wind registers below 5 mph steady or at and above 21 mph as 
measured on the Race Committee boat. If, after a race has started, the wind registers above 21 mph the 
RC should shorten or abandon the race at its discretion.  

10 THE COURSES 
10.1 Race Course Illustrations are shown below. 
10.2 No later than the warning signal, the race committee signal boat will display the number of legs and 
the approximate compass bearing of the first leg. 
10.3 An “Offset” mark may be set 90 degrees at a distance of approximately 30 yards from the windward 
mark. If the Windward mark or the offset mark is missing, and no Code Flag "M" is displayed in its place, 
only the remaining mark shall be left to port. 
10.4 A gate mark will be used for all races. Boats shall sail between the gate marks from the direction of 
the previous mark and round either gate mark. If either gate mark is missing, and no Code Flag "M" is 
displayed in its place, only the remaining mark shall be left to port. 
10.5 No race will be started in wind conditions under 5 mph or over 21 mph 

COURSE DIAGRAMS 

11 MARKS 
11.1 Original marks will be large orange spheres and the offset mark will be an orange sphere. 
11.2 New marks, when used in accordance with RRS 33 (Changing the Next Leg of the Course), will be 
large orange spheres and the offset mark will be an orange sphere. 
11.3 After the start, minor adjustments in a mark’s location will not be signaled. This changes RRS 33. 

12 THE START 
12.1 Races will be started in accordance with RRS 26. 
12.2 The Class flag will be an MC class burgee. 
12.3 The starting line will be: 
12.3.1 Between a staff displaying an orange flag on an RC boat at the starboard end and the port end 
starting mark, or 
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12.3.2 Between staffs displaying orange flags on two RC Boats, or 
12.4 If the RC boats that encompass the starting line attach a buoy to the boat, then the boat, the buoy, 
and the connection between them shall be treated as a single mark that is subject to RRS 31. 
12.5 A boat attempting to start more than 5 minutes after her starting signal shall be scored DNS. 

13 RECALLS 
Following the display of the individual recall signal, the RC will attempt to announce by VHF radio the sail 
numbers of all boats identified on the course side of the starting line at the start signal and boats that 
must comply with Rule 30.1. Such announcements are a courtesy and failure by the RC to make the 
announcement, or of boats to hear and/or understand it, shall not constitute grounds for redress. This 
supplements RRS 62.1(a). 

14 PENALTY SYSTEM 
14.1   One turn penalty for hitting a mark, two turn penalty for fouling another contestant. 
14.2   Any protests must notify the race committee after the last boat has finished the race and written up 
within 45 minutes of the race committee returning to the dock. 

15 THE FINISH 
The finishing line will be between a staff displaying an Blue flag on a race committee boat and a nearby 
mark, or between staffs displaying Blue flags on two race committee boats 

16 TIME LIMIT 
16.1 The time limit shall be 90 minutes. 
16.2 Boats still racing 20 minutes after the first boat sails the course and finishes will be scored FFW 
(Failed to Finish within Window), the position of the last boat to finish plus 2. This changes RRS 35, A4.2, 
and A11. 
16.3 Any race in which no boat has rounded the first mark within 30 minutes of the starting signal shall be 
declared abandoned. 

17 SAFETY REGULATIONS 
17.1 Each competitor, including skipper and crew, Parent or legal guardian, is ultimately responsible for 
such competitor’s safety. 
17.2 A boat that retires from a race shall notify a RC boat before leaving the racing area, or if that is not 
possible, notify a regatta official at Regatta headquarters immediately upon arrival on shore. 
17.3 Boats that are not leaving the harbor to race shall inform Regatta headquarters or a regatta official 
prior to the start of the first race of the day. 

18 RISK STATEMENT 
18.1 RRS 3 states: ‘The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a race or to continue to race is 
hers alone.’  By participating in this event each competitor agrees and acknowledges that sailing is a 
potentially dangerous activity with inherent risks.  These risks include strong winds and rough seas, 
sudden changes in weather, failure of equipment, boat handling errors, poor seamanship by other boats, 
loss of balance on an unstable platform and fatigue resulting in increased risk of injury.  Inherent in the 
sport of sailing is the risk of permanent, catastrophic injury or death by drowning, trauma, hypothermia or 
other causes. The Spring Lake Yacht Club, Race Committee, Protest Committee, sponsors, volunteers, or 
any other affiliated organization or official accepts no responsibility for any loss, damage, injury, death or 
inconvenience incurred, in conjunction with the regatta, however caused. By participating in this event, 
each competitor, or in the case of minors, each competitor’s parent or guardian, agrees to release the 
Regatta Organizers from any and all liability associated with such competitor’s participation in this event 
to the fullest extent permitted by law. 
18.2 The organizing authority will not accept any liability for material damage, or personal injury, or death, 
sustained in conjunction with, or prior to, during, or after the regatta. 

Revised   -   8/20/2026  Steve Schiller  -  US Sailing CRO ID#218413Q
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